
2024 City Pavement
REHABILITATION PROJECT

CHANHASSEN RAIN GARDEN PILOT PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM
The city is pursuing an initiative with the 24-01 Pavement Rehabilitation
Project to partner with residents to construct rain gardens to treat
stormwater runoff and improve local water quality. The city would construct
the rain gardens in conjunction with the street project and the residents
would be responsible for maintenance. This is a volunteer program that is
being introduced in the Chan View Area on a trial basis.

WHAT IS A RAIN GARDEN? A rain garden is a planted landscape feature
that collects stormwater runoff in a small depression. The rain garden
provides a place where stormwater runoff can infiltrate (soak into the
ground) and/or filtrate (filter through soil media) which act to treat
stormwater before it is conveyed downstream to local water resources,
helping improve local water quality and recharge groundwater aquifers.

WHY ARE RAIN GARDENS BENEFICIAL? In natural landscapes rainfall
and runoff can easily soak into the ground. When rain falls onto impervious
surfaces including roofs, roads and driveways it generally runs off untreated.
This runoff then enters storm sewers where it makes its way to a nearby
water resources including lakes, wetlands and streams.
· Untreated stormwater runoff carries pollutants like soil, fertilizers,

pesticides, oil, soap, and litter into local lakes, streams, and wetlands.
· Untreated stormwater runoff impacts water quality, reduces aesthetics of

water resources and can contribute to algae blooms.  It can also impact
health of aquatic plants and animals and affect aesthetics and recreation.

· Rain gardens mimic a natural landscape and help improve water quality
by removing pollutants and reducing stormwater volumes.

· Properly placed and maintained rain gardens can provide cost-effective
treatment of the runoff from impervious surfaces, while adding aesthetic
improvements when compared to turf grasses.

BASIN BOTTOM
WIDTH ≈ 15'

BASIN BOTTOM LENGTH ≈ 20'



2024 City Pavement
REHABILITATION PROJECT

`

        POTENTIAL RAIN GARDEN LOCATIONS
*based on preliminary screening

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What is the financial incentive for opting into the Rain Garden Program?
The City is proposing a $2,500 financial incentive to join the program
along with a 50% reduction in the yearly surface water fees paid by the
property which equates to approximately $60/year.
 
What maintenance is required? The homeowner is responsible for
regular maintenance of the garden, similar to any other landscaped
area on your property. Maintenance generally involves regular
weeding and trimming of vegetation and, in the spring of each year,
removal of dead vegetation and accumulated sediment.

Will the garden be a breeding ground for mosquitos? No.
Mosquito larvae require 7-12 days of standing water before they
emerge. Rain gardens are constructed to fully infiltrate within 48
hours after a rain event.

HOW CAN I SIGN UP
To sign-up for a rain garden or get more information contact City
staff: jseidl@chanhassenmn.gov / 952-227-1168
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