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EAB Management Plan
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What is EAB?

• EAB = Emerald Ash Borer
• Invasive insect
• First discovered in Detroit in 

2002
• Kills all types of ash – green, 

black and white
• Doesn’t kill mountain ash





EAB life cycle and damage

• Larva overwinter under bark 
and emerge in late May/early 
June as adults 

• Adults lay eggs on ash bark 
(around July)

• Larvae hatch and burrow into 
phloem tissue (mid- to late-July)

• Larvae feed on phloem creating 
permanent disruption of 
vascular tissue (late July/early 
Aug – October)

• As larval populations grow, 
disconnection of vascular tissue 
increases until tree dies 

(EAB may have a 1 or 2 yr life cycle )



January 2021 – EAB 



EAB in MN



EAB in MN 2022





Signs of EAB
Woodpecker activity Bark splitting

D-shaped exit holes



Symptoms of EAB

Crown dieback



EAB progression



Need for management plan

• Agreed upon strategy
• Education
• Inspections
• BMPs

• Manage expectations
• Uniform response



Management Strategy

Management Plan components:
 Tree Inventory
 Inspection, detection, 

monitoring
 Tree Removals, Planting
 Treatments
 Wood disposal and utilization
 Education and Outreach
 Ordinance/Policy
 Licensing/permitting



Licensing and Permitting

State law requires all tree care 
companies and persons who 
provide tree care to register 
with the Dept. of Agriculture’s 
Tree Care Registry.  To register, 
applicants provide current 
contact information, counties 
in which work is done and the 
annual fee. 



Chemical treatments

• City only employing trunk 
injection treatments

• Pollinator safe insecticide
• Environmentally safe application
• 99% effective



EAB infested ash - Risk management
• Basal stump sprouts can create 

sight line obstructions.
• Ash become very brittle within 

8-12 months of death.
• Bark shed in sheets
• Spontaneous limb shed
• Shatter zone
• In-tree worker safety

• Trees can’t be climbed to 
remove.

• Which means bucket truck 
needed for majority (all?) 
removals

• May cause additional tree 
loss/property damage to get 
trucks to removal sites

• Shed bark prompts numerous 
debris calls in other cities

City of St Paul



To do list from 2016

• Adopt Management Plan
• Set guidelines for treatment –

size, condition, etc.
• Tree removal procedures

• Remove worst first
• Debris options

• Chemical options
• City contract, include resident 

pricing

• Ordinance revision
• 2022 – Approve update to 

Management Plan

 Done
 Done

 Done

 Done

 Done
 ?
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